CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

as no more than a sojourner in this world.
It is not worth while to arrange for
a permanent habitation, and luxurious
living is but pride. Hence the simpli-
city of private dwellings in mediaeval
times both in the East and West. Archi-
tectural expense is confined to churches
and mosques, which were intended for the
service of God. These Christian ideas are
reflected in the inexhaustible storehouse
of Muhammedan theory, the great collec-
tions of tradition, as follows. " The worst
use which a believer can make of his
money is to build." " Every building,
except a mosque, will stand to the discredit
of its architect on the day of resurrection."
These polemics which Islam inherited from
Christianity are directed not only against
building in general, but also against the
erection and decoration of lofty edifices :
" Should a man build a house nine ells high,
a voice will call to him from heaven, Whither
wilt thou rise, most profane of the pro-
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